ossib! new additions, six log cabins, were built to accom- 
az’s f y which he had brought from St. Louis in 1847. Due to 
eason it was not until the fall of 1847 and spring of 1848 that 
sridger could have found time to construct the new log buildings. 
; first wife had died in 1846. The exact date of his second 
t available but it is known that his second wife died on 4 July 
ssible the new buildings were erected in 1847 and 1848 for the 
| Bridger and Vasquez. It might be conjectured that the news of 
of gold in California in January 1848 may have been responsible 
ng activity, but it does not seem likely. Samuel Brannan, the 
n leader in San Francisco, did not make his dramatic announce- 
iscovery of gold until April, and it took some time for the news 
ser. Unfortunately, it is not known when such news arrived nor 
te impact it had upon the proprietors of Fort Bridger. 


/illard Richards, who was in charge of a large company of Mor- 
e to the Great Salt Lake, arrived at Fort Bridger on 5 October 
de no mention of an anticipated gold rush. The entry in his diary 
ting because it helps support the idea that Vasquez managed the 
vith Bridger absent most of the time. It also suggested the begin- 
on influence at the fort. Richards wrote, ‘... company traveled 
‘ort Bridger. Arrived at 2 PM. Vasquez in charge of the fort. He 
1 his other hands and had engaged two or three Mormons.”” 


e noted that the coming of the Mormons was a mixed blessing as 
sidger was concerned. The Donner experience did not encourage 
tisk the cutoff, but with the establishment of Salt Lake City in 
te became much more desirable. Not only was there now a city 
ad rest and supplies on the Hastings’ Cutoff (called the Mormon 
47), but Mormons had developed a new southern route to Cali- 
sing the Sierra Mountains and the difficulties that led to the 
ly. The establishment of the Mormons in the Great Basin brought 
ids of emigrants, both Mormon and non-Mormon, in contact with 
However, the Mormon settlements also took away from the fort 
of the trade, including Indian, and placed it in the hands of the 
ychants. There was little reason for a Mormon en route to Salt 
supplies at Fort Bridger when his destination was only one hun- 
vay. And why should the non-Mormon emigrant en route to 
the-© at Salt Lake trade at the fort when both quantity and 
iil the Mormon settlement? Ironically, then, even though 
f the Mormons brought more emigrants to Fort Bridger, which 
aght some degree of trade to the owners, the fort suffered eco- 
m the loss of trade to Salt Lake City. 
this disadvantage was the exceptionally cold winter of 1848-49, 
vusually hard at Fort Bridger. The previous winter had been very 
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Rare photograph of Brigham Young, leader of the Mormons; taken in 1847. 


